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84 CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 

A Treatise on Attorneys at Law. By Edward M. Thornton. 
Edward Thompson Co., Northport, Long Island, N. Y. 1914. 
Vol. 1, pp. cclxxx, 624; vol. 2, pp. 625, 1499. $12.00. 

Two volumes containing thirteen hundred and thirty-one pages 
of text and notes, one hundred and fifty-eight pages of index, and 
about ten thousand cases, enumerated in a table of cases two hun- 
dred and seventy-five pages long, are necessary to expound this one 
branch of our law, which is by no means an extensive one, or one 
of transcendent importance. And yet Mr. Thornton has not 
treated the very important and difficult historical aspect of the 
subject, nor has he discussed the problems of the Bar in its rela- 
tion to society. His book is devoted to a careful presentation of 
the results of the case law upon this subject, so as to enable it to 
be used profitably by lawyers or judges dealing with questions 
affecting the rights, powers, duties, or liabilities of attorneys at 
law. It seems to be a useful and trustworthy guide, carefully and 
conscientiously prepared. 

It is a good omen that text books upon limited fields of the 
law, such as that which Mr. Thornton has chosen, are again finding 
favor with law publishers. The mechanical treatment of subjects 
which is demanded by an encyclopaedic method such as has been 
popular for some years has, we believe, been disadvantageous in 
many respects to the proper development of the law. Better than 
any corpus juris which could be constructed with our present equip- 
ment, would be a series of exhaustive text books upon different 
legal topics, of a quality like Mr. Thornton's work upon Attorneys 
at Law. 

O. K. M. 

Annotated Rules of Practice in the United States Fed- 
eral Courts. By Wm. Whitwell Dewhurst, 2nd ed. Banks Law 
Publishing Co., 23 Park Place, New York. 1914. pp. vii, 951. 
$6.50. 

The modern tendency is to leave the details of procedure to 
rules of court instead of to the legislature. The same questions 
arise however under either method and must be solved. Accord- 
ingly rule books and their annotations tend to become more and 
more bulky year by year. Such books are indispensable. The an- 
notations give the practitioner the help in following the rules that 
he could get in no other way. Besides the present Supreme Court, 
equity and other rules governing federal courts, the former rules 
of the Supreme Court and in equity are also given with annotations 
in the present work. These annotations often throw light on cor- 
responding provisions in the present rules. With the growing im- 
portance of rule making to the courts a collection of this kind has 
much value. Incidentally there is probably considerable legal his- 
tory between the lines of the former rules. Supreme Court Rule 
III, of February 7, 1790, provided that counsellors should not prac- 
tice as attorneys nor attorneys as counsellors. Had this attempt 



